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Office of Professional Accountability (OPA) 
Commendations & Complaints Report 

Sept 2006 
 

Commendations:  
Commendations Received in Sept: 40 
Commendations Received to Date: 339 
  
Allers, Charles  
Bailey, Ryan  
Blair, Thomas  
Carpenter, Kenton 
Cepeda, Jose 
Eads, Richard 
Emerick, David 
Farrell, Charles 
Ferragamo, A. 
Gonzalez, Oscar 
Groves, Richard 
Haistings, Kevin 
Harris, Douglas 
Harris, Jerry 
Henshaw, Thomas 
Johnson, James 
Leonard, David 
Monroe, Thoms 
Mulvanny, Mark 
Nelson, Eric 
Patton, Bernard 
Salisbury, Erik 
Simpson, Paul 
Sylvester, David 
Yamamoto, E. 
Van Rooy, Gordon 

A letter of commendation was received by Harbor Patrol Officers for their quick 
and decisive actions while responding to the fire at the National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric administration facility.  Both the leadership and action taken by the 
Seattle Police Harbor Unit resulted in an organized and integrated line of attack 
that enabled the sustained and ultimately successful, firefighting effort for a period 
of over 26 hours. 

Allers-Petrus, S. 
Sampson, Charles 

A letter was received by a Community Service Officer and a Dispatcher for their 
assistance and diligence in a missing person investigation. 

Cavinta Jr., Pete 
Cross, Michael 
Dunn, Terry 
Griesheimer, M. 

A phone call was received by the Department commending four officers for the 
assistance they rendered at the scene of a traffic accident.  They were not only 
efficient, but also professional in the investigation. 

Cook, Glen 
Haines, Jacob 
Kloss, Paul 
Parnell, James 

Four Officers were congratulated by the State at the Annual Governor's Safety and 
Health Conference for their efforts in saving a life.  They were recognized for their 
quick thinking and fast actions during a lifesaving ordeal. 

Dermody, James 
Eagle, Louis 

A letter of appreciation was received by a Lieutenant and Sergeant for their 
positive spirit of cooperation and dedication provided in preparation for and during 
Seattle Hempfest.  They assisted with pre-event planning, event day traffic and 
crowd control, and public safety service and law enforcement protection. 

Hyra, Matthew 

A letter was received commending the actions of Officer Hyra for the assistance 
he offered to a young adult. With his intervention and quick thinking and his 
actions resulted in the much-needed medical assistance, which in turn saved his 
life. 
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Kiehn, Jonathan 

Officer Kiehn received a note of appreciation for recovering a victims’ stolen 
vehicle. Because of his awareness and observations in his area of patrol, he was 
able to recover the stolen vehicle without damage to the victim. 

 

 *This report includes commendations received from citizens or community members.  Numerous 
commendations generated within the department are not included. 

 
Sept 2006 Closed Cases: 
Cases involving alleged misconduct of officers and employees in the course of their 
official public duties are summarized below.  Identifying information has been removed. 
 
Cases are reported by allegation type.  One case may be reported under more than 
one category. 
 
 
VIOLATION OF LAW 
Synopsis Action Taken 
The named employee was 
alleged to have operated a motor 
vehicle while under the influence 
of alcohol. 

The evidence supports the allegation that the named 
employee violated the law by driving under the influence of 
alcohol.  The named employee agreed to a deferred 
prosecution and court conditions.  FINDING—SUSTAINED. 

It was alleged that, while off-duty, 
the employee was involved in 
road rage incident, in which he 
pulled alongside a car and 
pointed his gun. 

This incident was investigated by the law enforcement 
agency in the jurisdiction where the incident occurred.  No 
charges were filed.  A subsequent administrative 
investigation supported that the employee, while off-duty, 
engaged in a dangerous driving incident.  FINDING—
SUSTAINED. 

 

 
Sept 2006 Cases Mediated: 
 
No cases were mediated during September 2006 
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Definitions of Findings: 
 

““SSuussttaaiinneedd””  mmeeaannss  tthhee  aalllleeggaattiioonn  ooff  mmiissccoonndduucctt  iiss  ssuuppppoorrtteedd  bbyy  aa  pprreeppoonnddeerraannccee  ooff  tthhee  
eevviiddeennccee..  

““NNoott  ssuussttaaiinneedd””  mmeeaannss  tthhee  aalllleeggaattiioonn  ooff  mmiissccoonndduucctt  wwaass  nneeiitthheerr  pprroovveedd  nnoorr  ddiisspprroovveedd  
bbyy  aa  pprreeppoonnddeerraannccee  ooff  tthhee  eevviiddeennccee..  

““UUnnffoouunnddeedd””  mmeeaannss  aa  pprreeppoonnddeerraannccee  ooff  eevviiddeennccee  iinnddiiccaatteess  tthhee  aalllleeggeedd  aacctt  ddiidd  nnoott  
ooccccuurr  aass  rreeppoorrtteedd  oorr  ccllaassssiiffiieedd,,  oorr  iiss  ffaallssee..  

““EExxoonneerraatteedd””  mmeeaannss  aa  pprreeppoonnddeerraannccee  ooff  eevviiddeennccee  iinnddiiccaatteess  tthhee  ccoonndduucctt  aalllleeggeedd  ddiidd  
ooccccuurr,,  bbuutt  tthhaatt  tthhee  ccoonndduucctt  wwaass  jjuussttiiffiieedd,,  llaawwffuull  aanndd  pprrooppeerr..  

““SSuuppeerrvviissoorryy  IInntteerrvveennttiioonn””  mmeeaannss  wwhhiillee  tthheerree  mmaayy  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  aa  vviioollaattiioonn  ooff  ppoolliiccyy,,  iitt  
wwaass  nnoott  aa  wwiillllffuull  vviioollaattiioonn,,  aanndd//oorr  tthhee  vviioollaattiioonn  ddiidd  nnoott  aammoouunntt  ttoo  mmiissccoonndduucctt..  TThhee  
eemmppllooyyeeee’’ss  cchhaaiinn  ooff  ccoommmmaanndd  iiss  ttoo  pprroovviiddee  aapppprroopprriiaattee  ttrraaiinniinngg,,  ccoouunnsseelliinngg  aanndd//oorr  ttoo  
rreevviieeww  ffoorr  ddeeffiicciieenntt  ppoolliicciieess  oorr  iinnaaddeeqquuaattee  ttrraaiinniinngg..    

““AAddmmiinniissttrraattiivveellyy  UUnnffoouunnddeedd//EExxoonneerraatteedd””  iiss  aa  ddiissccrreettiioonnaarryy  ffiinnddiinngg  wwhhiicchh  mmaayy  bbee  
mmaaddee  pprriioorr  ttoo  tthhee  ccoommpplleettiioonn  tthhaatt  tthhee  ccoommppllaaiinntt  wwaass  ddeetteerrmmiinneedd  ttoo  bbee  ssiiggnniiffiiccaannttllyy  
ffllaawweedd  pprroocceedduurraallllyy  oorr  lleeggaallllyy;;  oorr  wwiitthhoouutt  mmeerriitt,,  ii..ee..,,  ccoommppllaaiinntt  iiss  ffaallssee  oorr  ssuubbjjeecctt  
rreeccaannttss  aalllleeggaattiioonnss,,  pprreelliimmiinnaarryy  iinnvveessttiiggaattiioonn  rreevveeaallss  mmiissttaakkeenn//wwrroonnggffuull  eemmppllooyyeeee  
iiddeennttiiffiiccaattiioonn,,  eettcc,,  oorr  tthhee  eemmppllooyyeeee’’ss  aaccttiioonnss  wweerree  ffoouunndd  ttoo  bbee  jjuussttiiffiieedd,,  llaawwffuull  aanndd  
pprrooppeerr  aanndd  aaccccoorrddiinngg  ttoo  ttrraaiinniinngg..      

““AAddmmiinniissttrraattiivveellyy  IInnaaccttiivvaatteedd””  mmeeaannss  tthhaatt  tthhee  iinnvveessttiiggaattiioonn  ccaannnnoott  pprroocceeeedd  ffoorrwwaarrdd,,  
uussuuaallllyy  dduuee  ttoo  iinnssuuffffiicciieenntt  iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn  oorr  tthhee  ppeennddeennccyy  ooff  ootthheerr  iinnvveessttiiggaattiioonnss..  TThhee  
iinnvveessttiiggaattiioonn  mmaayy  bbee  rreeaaccttiivvaatteedd  uuppoonn  tthhee  ddiissccoovveerryy  ooff  nneeww,,  ssuubbssttaannttiivvee  iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn  oorr  
eevviiddeennccee..    IInnaaccttiivvaatteedd  ccaasseess  wwiillll  bbee  iinncclluuddeedd  iinn  ssttaattiissttiiccss  bbuutt  mmaayy  nnoott  bbee  ssuummmmaarriizzeedd  iinn  
tthhiiss  rreeppoorrtt  iiff  ppuubblliiccaattiioonn  mmaayy  jjeeooppaarrddiizzee  aa  ssuubbsseeqquueenntt  iinnvveessttiiggaattiioonn..      
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Status of OPA Contacts to Date: 
2005 Contacts 
 
 December 2005 Jan-Dec 2005 
Preliminary Investigation Reports               23              315 
Cases Assigned for Supervisory Review               5                77 
Cases Assigned for Investigation (IS;LI)               8              210 
Cases Closed              40              186* 
Commendations              84                 498 
*includes 2005 cases closed in 2006 
 
note: the below chart has been changed effective the July 2006 report (June data) to reflect cases that have a 
“Supervisory Intervention” (SI) finding. 
 

Disposition of Allegations in Completed Investigations
2005 Cases

N=186 Cases/430 Allegations
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 One case may comprise more than one allegation of misconduct.

 
 
2006 Contacts 
 Sept 2006 Jan-Dec 2006 
Preliminary Investigation Reports                 25              227 
Cases Assigned for Supervisory Review                 11               71 
Cases Assigned for Investigation (IS;LI)                 14              143 
Commendations                 40              339 
 


